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beyond the point where Scott had turned back
in 1902. On that occasion he had covered
the distance in 58 days, while Shackleton, six
years later, had taken 23 days.

The next four days were mostly fine, and
everyone was in excellent spirits. They might
well have been inspired by such magnificent
scenery. Although they still referred to the
day and the night, there was by now no great
difference between the two since the sun
merely travelled round the heavens. At mid-
night its altitude \vas about 12 or 13 degrees
and at noon 28 or 29. This meant that there
were always interesting light and cloud effects,
which enhanced the beauty of the scenery a
thousandfold. They started sledging each
evening in a wonderful sunset, and as the
sunset slowly flooded into sunrise the moun-
tains changed before their eyes from brown
to crimson and then to gold.

On December ist Oates took Cherry-
Garrard's place in Scott's tent. The polar
party was beginning to take shape. Cherry-
Garrard had never expected to be a member
of it, for Scott had expressly stated that in his
opinion the younger men did not stand the
cold so well as the older ones, and had men-
tioned Cherry-Garrard, who was 26, as an
example. At the beginning of the journey
Scott and Wilson were the only certainties.